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Preserving the past for the future... 

The Gunsite Café site, Jersey, Channel Isles. 

The Gunsite Café in St Peter, Jersey is famous in its own right but in recent year the weather has 

played a significant part in raising its fame! Photos below explain why: 

High tides, strong winds and an ineffective 

sea wall design were easily overtopped by 

the sea in storms with the resultant flood-

ing causing hue problems in the town. 

Civil engineering firm Rothwells based on the island were appointed to carry out for the States of Jersey a 

complete remodelling of the sea defences at that location to end the flooding of St Peters. 

The existing structures were surveyed and modelled revealing how the wall was so easily overflowed by 

the rising sea levels when in conjunction with strong winds which frequent the area. 

The decision was made to increase the height of the seas wall and provide a new  reverse curved top 

section to reflect the wave pattern backwards to reduce overtopping. 

LEFT: Existing form of sea wall acts as no defence to waves 

overtopping. 

ABOVE: New shape added to existing will increase height 

and reflect  waves away from overtopping. 
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Preserving the past for the future... 

The design required the existing top of wall to be removed, new Cintec anchors installed vertically along the 

entire length then additional reinforcement placed, formwork put into position and then new concrete 

poured to create new concrete concave shaped top of wall to reflect waves. 

Left: Vertical an-

chors inserted 

prior to pouring. 

Right: new rein-

forcement added 

prior to concrete 

being poured. 

The whole work was carried out by Geoma-

rine of Jersey who have carried many other 

Cintec maritime projects with Arup in the 

past. 

The ultimate test of the completed project 

was to be the next storm at high water which 

was photographed at night, (LEFT) and as mat 

be seen the junction between the old and the 

new is patently obvious and superbly illustrat-

ed by the new from reflecting the wave while 

the old form is unable to stop the overtop-

ping. Needless to say the next phase to con-

tinue the exercise is already in hand. 
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