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Preserving the past for the future... 

Highcliffe Castle, Christchurch, Dorset, England 

Highcliffe Castle is a Grade I listed building now owned by Christchurch Council, and has 
been described as arguably the most important surviving house of the romantic and pictur-
esque style of architecture, which flourished at the end of the 18th century and the beginning 
of the 19th century. Its significance is recognised nationally by its Grade 1 status on the Statu-
tory List of Buildings of Special Architectural and Historical Interest. 

Bought for £21,000 in 1967 by three local busi-
nessmen, a fire just before this badly damaged 
the Great Hall, and another fire the following year 
caused more devastation, the staircase having to 
be removed.  

Blocked from any form of development or demoli-
tion, resultantly exposed to the weather and van-
dals, the Castle deteriorated into a ruin. National 
concern about its fate was voiced by local people, 
English Heritage, the Ancient Monuments Socie-
ty, the Victorian Society, the Buildings at Risk 
Trust, SAVE Britain's Heritage, as well as promi-
nent architectural historians. 

In 1989 the Council and English Heritage jointly 
commissioned Niall Phillips Architects of Bristol to 
consider what future the Castle might have. In 
1990 a shroud of scaffolding and sheeting was 
put around it to protect it.  
In 1994 a start was made on a phased scheme to 
repair and conserve the building, funded initially 
by Christchurch Council and English Heritage. 
The first phase repaired the Castle's south wing, 
including the Wintergarden, Drawing Room and 
Library.  
 
The fine oriel window is known as the King’s Oriel 
because in the manor house of Les Andelys, it lit 
the room in which King Antoine of Navarre died 
from wounds after the siege of Rouen in 1562. 

One of the main decorative features of the building is the 

oriel window above the entrance which was in a extremely 

fragile condition due to the corrosion of old metal cramps 

used in the original construction. The window had to be 

braced, wedged and supported while the cramps were re-

moved before restoration could commence. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Heritage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Monuments_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Monuments_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol
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Structural engineers Fenton Holloway in con-
junction with Niall Phillips analysed the oriel 
window defects and devised a sympathetic 
solution for the structural repair and conserva-
tion of the window. 
 
Numerous small sized Cintec anchors were 
installed the replace the function of the corrod-
ed original iron cramps and ties along with fur-
ther anchors to repair cracked and separated 
areas of the highly ornate masonry. 
 
It was essential that any repair technique 
would have no visible impact of the Grade 1 
listed structure. 
 
This was easily accomplished by the careful 
and sensitive application of the Cintec anchor 
system which will not corrode and has extreme 
longevity. 
 
On its completion, the Heritage Lottery Fund 
agreed to fund the Council's £2.6million bid, 
enabling all major repairs to be completed by 
1998, including the rebuilding of the East Tow-
er which had been demolished in 1974 when it 
became unsafe. Craftsmen and women from 
Dorchester-based St Blaise Ltd won a prestig-
ious Stone Federation award for their work on 
the Castle, with the judges describing it as “a 
textbook example of great care and skill”.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heritage_Lottery_Fund
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorchester,_Dorset

